NORTH LANCASHIRE BRIDLEWAYS SOCIETY

Minutes of the general meeting held on 13 September 2016 
1. Welcome and new members:  No new members this month. Present membership 215 with some subs still outstanding
2. Apologies: Sharon Cash, June Chapman, Sue Clowes, Bev Hodgson, Kate Lennox, Julie Sico,. 
3. Minutes of Last Meeting - Item 8 (i) date for NLBS Pleeasure ride should read Saturday 20th May 2017.  The minutes were then confirmed as a true and accurate record.  Proposed by Ailsa Gibson, seconded by Diane Richmond.
4. Matters Arising:   None
5. NLBS Famous Tack Sale, Sunday 16 October, Hest Bank  LA2 6JB  Volunteers needed to help on the day.  We also need cakes and sandwiches for the refreshment stall, these can be brought to the venue on Sunday morning or left with Eve on Saturday 15th.

6. Whittington Races – a letter has been received from Vale of Lune Point to Point committee informing us that they have found it impossible to carry on producing the event.  The reasons are many and varied.  The Point to Point committee thanked all those who have helped over the years. 
7. NLBS 20th Anniversary May 2017 – How would members like to celebrate the occasion?  Please let Eve have your suggestions.

8. Bridleway News
(i) Greenlands Farm Bridleway clearance Sunday 24 July  Nick with hedge cutter and quad bike along with Kath, Sheila, Kay, Karon, Rosie+1 successfully cleared a very overgrown short BW path behind Greenlands Farm onto the canal.  Thanks to everyone.  Eve was delegated to looking after great grand-daughter while Rosie (her mum) helped with the bridleway clearance. 

(ii) Millenium Path – help will be needed with this clearance.  Date to be arranged.
(iii) Coastal path at Crag Bank  - Eve to arrange for “Please Close the Gate” sign to be reinstated and will contact landowner about replacing the damaged gate leading from the road to the path.

(iv) Farleton Fell – with regard to the signs that had gone up on Farleton fell re access - discussions are still taking place.  Ailsa will keep the Group informed of progress.
9. BHS Access Training Day – Part 2:-  6 members completed the course and have received their certificates.  Thanks to Julie Sico for arranging the training.
10. BHS Riding on Beaches and Estuaries – following a request from BHS the Group have submitted details of known riding and associated parking for an area stretching from Southport to Silverdale.
11. Any other business:-
(i) Cross Bay ride – rearranged for 24 September, 11.30 Kents Bank.  To book a place please contact Phyllis Capstick 01729 850295.

(ii) Hat covers – Eve brought along a sample of handmade faux fur pom silks and ear warmers available from FoxyEquestrian.com a small company in Wiltshire.
(iii) BHS Road Safety Video –the video had been viewed and it was felt to be aimed at motorists rather than riders therefore it has not been included on our website. For those interesteded it can be viewed at www.tinyurl.com/bhsroadsafetyvideo  

(iv) BHS Accident reporting – a local rider and her horse had been involved in an accident with a car recently.  Please remember to log any accidents or near misses through the BHS site www.bhs.org.uk  Safety & Accidents/Horse Accident.

(v) Local route maps  - available to purchase.  Contact Eve for further information.
(vi) NLBS Display Boards – the boards were on display at British Thoroughbred Retraining Centre open day on Saturday 20 August.

(vii) Think Horse signs – it was agreed at the meeting that a further supply will be purchased.

(viii) BHS Essential Horse Knowledge Certificate  Entry level course leading on to Level 1 will be running in Autumn.  Further details contact Helen Wain Tel: 01524 736606 email: helenwain@talktalk.net
Alison Whittaker-Stewart gave a talk entitled “Challenging Mount to Super Steed” detailing her experiences while trying to find out why her beautiful Spanish horse Nero was displaying challenging behaviour and the people who helped her along her way to a successful outcome
Next meeting: -Tuesday, 8 November 2016
Hest Bank Memorial Hall, LA2 6JB
Viv Wood-Gee will give a talk about one of her long distance rides
Please come along and bring a friend 
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