NORTH LANCASHIRE BRIDLEWAYS SOCIETY

Minutes of the general meeting held on 9 September 2014 

1. Welcome and new members:  Eve welcomed new members Rhianan and Danielle Sharpe, Stephanie Duxbury and Michelle Ogden.  Membership currently stands at 222.  There are 36 subs due from May 2014 and 15 due from May 2013.
2. Apologies:. Steve and Linda Hobson, Liz Davison, Kate Lennox, Sheila Kissack, Claire Mitchell, Sheena Robertson, Alice Staunton.
3. Minutes of Last Meeting were confirmed as a true and accurate record. 
4. Matters Arising:  None.
5. Books to borrow or return:  Various titles available, mainly horse related, both fiction and non-fiction.  New books welcome.  If you have any on loan and have finished reading them please return to Eve or Anna or bring them along to the next meeting.
6. Tack Sale – Sunday 12 October:    Volunteers are needed to help on the day.  We also need cakes and sandwiches for the refreshment stall, these can be brought to the venue on Sunday morning or left with Eve on Saturday 11th.  Details are available on our website, posters for display have been emailed out to members.  
7. Carolyn Cummings: Several members will know Carolyn who has regularly attended NLBS rides along with her husband Len as support.  It was with sadness Eve informed the group that Len passed away recently.  A letter of condolence was sent on behalf of the Group and Carolyn has thanked us for our support at this sad time.
8. Get well wishes: Eve sent our wishes for a speedy recovery to Shirley Richardson who has recently undergone a knee replacement, we wish her well and hope she’ll be back riding once she gets the all clear.  Local horse owner Diane Smith had a nasty riding accident recently leaving her with multiple injuries, we wish her well and a full recovery.   Our thoughts also go to members struggling with bereavement or illness as we don’t always know who is soldiering on regardless.
9. AONB Partnership Management Plan – NLBS have sent a letter of support for the updated document which takes the Partnership through to 2019.  For more details log on to  www.arnsidesilverdaleaonb.org.uk
10. Gates on Farleton Fell – repairs are continuing.
11. Any other business:  
(i) Stable Maids- room service for your horse - Rebecca gave a brief overview of her new venture offering horse care to cover holidays, sickness or other times when help is required.  More info available www.stablemaids.co.uk
(ii) LDNP draft advice leaflet – “Keep on the Right Track” – we have not yet received a response to our letter.  The British Horse Society (BHS) have also written to the LDNP with similar concerns.  Despite recent enquiries we were unable to obtain any further information though minutes from the July meeting of the Lake District Access Forum noted the code was to be re-drafted and circulated to members, user groups and other stakeholders.  We await the re-draft.
(iii) BHS Access fighting fund – recording any historic rights of way in England on the Definitive Map before 2026.  Eve proposed donating £1000 towards helping the BHS in their work on this important task.
(iv) Speakers – ideas for future speakers always welcome
(v) Thefts – be vigilant as there have been several tack thefts in the local area recently. 
The business meeting was followed by an informative presentation from David Goode, Public Rights of Way Officer for Lancashire County Council.
Next meeting: Tuesday, 11 November 2014
Hest Bank Memorial Hall, LA2 6JB
Please come along and bring a friend 
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