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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of this report is faresent the results of a survey conducted during thédatuarter of 2008
by the North Lancashire Bridleways Society to assess the economic input of horse ownership into the
economy of Lancaster District atmlestablisnthe importance of horse® the economic health of the area
by consideing the following mints:

The task of thisurveywasthreefold:

9 To assess the cost of horse ownership
1 To identify the geographical source of the services and goods required
1 To assess the economic input of horse ownershiptinédocal economy

The methodology employed taddress these questions was primary and secondary reseath
guantitative techniquesThe approach to be adopted was as follows:

1 A workshop where members of North Lancashire Bridleways Society identified the different facets of

horse ownership
1 A count ofthe number of horses within Lancaster District
1 Research of published methodsanalysingsome factors in the cost of horse ownership
1

The creation and implementation of a questionnaire to cover all the aspects of horse ownership and

the geographical sprebof the source of services and goods required
1 Publication of the resultant report

Key Findings
The key findings of this report are:

9 The cost of horse ownershijs £4,752 per year, the main cost of which is accommodatidine
annual average cost afansportation is £3,536, which is not includedthe above because little of
this is spent locallybut it is significant nationallyA detailed breakdan of costs is presented in the
analyss of this report.

1 The geographical source of services and de mainly based within a twenty mile radiakthe
K2 NESQa | O ®edetis dRwhich s2eypresented in the analysis of this report.

1 The Economic input of horse ownership into the local econoim§7,603200per year. A detailed
breakdavn of costs is presented in trenclusiorof this report.

An additional finding that lies outside the objective of tréport wasthat the most popular pastimes for
horse riders are hacking and pleasure rid&sisfact hassubstantial implications fdnorseridersandhas an
indirect effect on the cost of horse ownershiithough it is outside the remit of this report the information
is presented in AppendXto encourage further investigation.

Conclusions

The findings of this survey conclude that dwst of horse ownershjgocused within the target area of

Lancaster and its environgrovide a significant boost to the local economy. This is borne out by the number

of equine related businesses in the area
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1 INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this report t® present the results of a survey conductédring the later quarter of 2008
by the North Lancashire Bridleways Society to assess the economic input of horse ownership into the
economy of the Lancaster Distrimhd establisling the importance of horsew the economic health of the
areaby consideing the following points:

1 The number ohorses within the designated area
9 To establish the average annual cost of horse services and goods required
1 The percentage of services and goods sourced within the area

The workshop discovered that the task was complex due to the diversity in which horses are housed, fed and
the varied disciplines for which they are used. Several methods of counting the number of horses within the
Lancaster District were considered wiatmethod used by a group in Cornwall being the preferred option.
Research done by the FarsdRegistration Counéil of the number of horses in differing parts the United
Kingdom was drawn upon along with previous research into horse ownership aafstisndtion provided by

a report by The British Equestrian Trade Associ&jarleafletby The British Horse Sociétyand

information from the Equine World UK webdfteformed the basis upon which treirveywasdesigned and

the methodology to beleweloped.

The methodologyemployed for the survewasas follows

9 Collect details of and contact all the farriers within a 30 mile radius to ask for numbers of horses
shod or trimmed within the designated area as an approximate horse count

1 To deliver questinnaires to the livery yards, equestriaentres horse goods retailers within a
20 mile radius of the designated area

1 To make questionnaires available at horse events

9 To collect completed questionnaires and input data onto a spread sheet for analysis

1 To compare and consider previous research within the area oftinisey

This report draws together and analyses all of the findings oftingey

2 ABBREVIATIONS

NLBS North Lancashire Bridlewasociety
BETA British Equestriaifrade Association
BHS British Horse Society

NFU National Farmers Union
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3 LIMITATIONS AND STRENGTHS

The resultsof this survey indicate that the very diversity of horse ownership ingath range of costs.
The inherent factors are difficult to fiae and limited theresporseson the questionnaire.

Thelimitations:

91 Due tothe nature of equestrian spafteisure activitieghere are many variables to the upkeep of
horses

1 Horses used for different disciplines require different standards of upkeep and care

Ownership range of betweeore and eight horses

9 The geographical spread of survey data duednstraints of time and abilitpnaking the costs
relative to north west Lancashire

1 Uncertainty d the cost of the services and equipment uggdsome respondents

Incomplete questionnaireseturned

1 Some agiestions not specific enougtue to questionnaire format and time for completion
considerations

=

=

These limitationsieed to be taken into consideration while studying this survey along with its strengths
The strengths:

Analysis of theesponses show that the objectives of the survey were met

A good responseate of 19%(146/750)for distributedquestionnaires

Responses from diverse areas of horse usage

Responses frorall age groups, both genders and all sections of society

Thequestionnaires were easily understoadd well designed to allow for completion withimmum

time and effort with questions asked in a logical sequence

A section of the questionnaire designed to capture additional cost information (Question 19)

1 Examples ofinquantifiable but useful insights into the cost of horse ownership where offerethen
guestionnaire

1 Geographical source of goods and services part of all relative questions

1 The comprehensive questionnaire was compiled after studygtaged published grveysand
comparing their relative strengths and weaknesses

f vdzSadA2yyl ANBA | NB NI O2 ahgektayS Ri &ILaS ad 2 3 2A2/FF 248 (i2)

=A =4 =4 =4 =9

=

The questionnaire used Besented in Appendix @f this report
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4 RELATED WORK ON THE COST GIORSE OWNERSHIP

Three related works into the cost of horse ownership were studied to assess their strengths and weaknesses
prior to the conmencement of the NLBS survey.

f ¢KS . NAGAAK 9ljdzSaidNRARIFY ¢NI RS ! 3aaueyoibd® y LJdzo f A
Overview Repo#?. One of thestrengtts of this reporiisthat the baseline number of respondents
was828. BETAguote the average yearly cost of a privately owned hanstudingthe expenditure
required by the ridersis £2694. The report has basic lisof the costs incurredvhich includes paid
help, butdoes not includexn essentialsuch as dental cardNon essentiatosts for alternative health
care, clipping and holidays are not list@dd £me of the costs listed are for more than omenn
reducing the effectiveness of this report.

f The British Horse SocieiafletGAdvice on The Cost of Keeping a Horse or Bbrhis leaflets
part of a group giving adsé on various aspects of horsarepublished in 2004. It is particularly
limitedin contentwith regard to anual costs but does list the gntials for horse welfare, ie
accommodation, feed, bedding, shoeing, vaccinations and worming. #ayixery valid list of
annual costs and initial outlay©ne ofits strengths is that it does state that there are other costs to
be considered regarding veterinary and routine health care, insurance, and safe riding gear, but no
figures are suppliedAs a consequence, the stataderage cosbf £5,759 does not includehte other
costs thatneed to be considered. No baseline data is presented onthewiveninformation was
assessed.

f The Equinavorld! Y ¢ S avévhdiBneworld.couk-¢ KS / 2&ai 2F ¥SEisay3a | |
comprehensive website coversost aspects of horse ownershifts strength is that it is the only UK
based site to be found on thaternet that lists the probable costs of horse ownership. Equiraeld
state that the average costs for keepiadnorse for one yeds £3,952whichonly covers the bare
essentials of horse ownershig.F 002 YY2RI GA2y Y FTSSRX 60SRRAY3II @S|
worming. It does state that there are very often other unforeseen expenses that can occur such as
rug and tack repairs and additional farrier viditd without any probable costsNobaseline data is
presented on how thgiveninformation was assessed.

A comparison of the results of th&EBABHS Equine Vérld UKand this NLBSurveyis presentedin
Appendix2 of this report

The study of the threeeference documentsvith their relative strengths and weaknesses assessed, enabled
NLBS to create and conduct a more in depth and comprehengpegtiato the costs of horse ownership.

¢ KS NB L2 NdfiFardidpsiaziRedatioNdo the Horse Populatiél by the Farries Registration Council

was studied. Theeport isbased on theaumber ofhorses registered on the National Data Basapled

with that on averagea farrier shoes 6 horses per dayue toLancasteDistrict being within a 30 miles

radius of south Cumbria, the Fylde, Preston and parts of east LancasHiefallriers listed in LA posbdes

and some of the farriers in post codes CA, FYBBRere contacted. As a consequencehé report proved

to be of little value for the purpose of assessing the horse population in the area of Lancaster City. Council
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5 ANALYSIS

5.1 Rider Characteristics

5.1.1 Number of Horses Owned
The 146 respondents owned 33®rsesrangng between 18 horseger person.This averages at 2.3 horses
per person One respondent owned 67 horgehis value has not been included in the analysis as the

Thelargest group ofespondents (63/146 43% owned one horse.

5.1.2 Age and Gender of Respondents

Figurel Age Range of Respondents Figurel illustratesthe agerange of respondents

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40 82%o0f respondentsvere female 3% male;15%gave
1625y [T no answer
2635y | ' This could be significant the provision of facilities for
3648y | ' horse riders by local, rémnal and centrajovernment
4655y | ' wherethe decision makers are predominantly male.
56-65y ]

>65y [ GLG A& y20G aSEAal AG edzad
Not recorded [T Dr Janet Burgess of Cambridge UniveRity

5.1.3 Annual Income
59% of respondent@ho answered this questionad an annual income of less than £20,000is indicats

that horse owners are from all strata of societyd not limited to the affluent

5.2 Horse Usage

5.2.1 General Use
Figure2 indicates that most riders benefit from access

Figure2: General Uses n=135
to safe, traffic free environments.
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100110120
Hacking e Respondents were asked to indicate all the activities
Pleasure rides | ) . . . .. .
Jumping they took part inrevealingmost riders participated in
owing Eem—mmm———— ..
Dressage —————x==2 more than one activity.

Holidays ——m—m=
Cross country =——=—23
Driving =——= . .
Trec == 75% of riders hack ou§3% take part in pleasure
Eventing ==
End = i
s B rides.
B
]
]
]

Breeding youngstoch |
Just pets |

Pony club |

Icelandic comps |

TheLancashire Countryside Servieesb site® states
0KIF{ a&c¢KSnNEsplbiEghts af way i

Lancashireof KA OK 2yf & wnn YAf Sa

5.2.2 Holidays
There were 30 responses this questionwith acost rang@ of E100£1600 per annum.
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5.2.3 Entry Fees

There were 59 regmnses tothis question with a cost rangs between£6-£1,500.Because of this huge
range the agrage is difficult to quantify.

5.2.4 Subscriptions, Clubs and Societies
110/146 respondents indicatethat they subscribed to a club or a socigg$% of which were members of
the BHS. Of the respondents who owned one horse the average annual cost was £113.

5.2.5 Horse Accommodation

Figure3 Cost of Accommodation

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Figure3illustrates the cost of accommodation

24% of respondats stated the cost per month was
under £50 21% paid between £££100 per month;
11% paid over £200 per mdntl8%gave no answer.

35 40

<£50
£51-100
£101-150
£151-200

>£200

Not recorded

The range of costs pemnumis between £60&2,400,
with an average of £1,522rannum

The cheapest accommodation was with own land, but
this did not take into account the initial spend, building
and development costsLivery washe most
expensiveaccommodation Most peopleon livery had
only one horse.

All respondents kept their horsesdal (less than 20 miles) to their home.

Figure4 Where do you keep your horse?

Rented

Figured illustrateswhere horsesire kept

49% of respondentkeep their horses on their own
land; 36% use livery yarg$2%rent landand 3% had

field/yard other arrangements
12%
h=146 49% of respondents pay rates for their stables to the
local council and a further 36p&ay nto local livery
businesses
January 2009 The Cost of Horse Ownership Page7 of 18
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5.2.6 Cost of Feeding

, Figure5 illustrateswhere horse feed is purchased.
Figure5 Where do you buy your feed?

3% _ 88% of respondents source their feed locakywithin
= Locally <20 miles 20 miles of their horse accommodation.

0,
3% 1%

5%

Li d .
HHvenyar 56 owners with one horse averagéd92for the

Regional >20 miles summe monthsand £330 for the winter
= Work Therefore theaverageannualcost of feeding one horse

is £522

u Not recorded

5.3 Horse Services

5.3.1 Horse Insurance
83% of respondents said they had insurance for their horse. The largest group, 32% used @Hisoker
figure includes NFU)

Of the 36 owners with one liee the cost ranged between £44 £650 with an average of £295 per horse.

5.3.2 Veterinary Surgeon
All respondents use a local veterinary practi@ée cosbf treatment variedenormously with prices ranging
from £40 foridenti-chippingto over £2,000 for serious illnesses.

5.3.3 Farrier
Costs ranged from £26950 per annum pehnorse with an average of £377.

5.3.4 Dental Care
Of the 114 respondents who provided dental care for their horses 45% used their vet whilasd8&h
Equine Dental Tahnician. The annual cost ranged from £B95 withan average of £67 per horga.

5.3.5 Alternative Health C are
76 respondents idicated that they used AlternatiidealthCarefor their horsesseveral useanore than one
type of therapy. 48 indicatedh costranging from £5&250 with an average of £103.

5.3.6 Worming
Of the 102 respondents 61% purchased their products locally and 30% used the internet. The cost of annual
worming programmes ranged from £8100 with an average annual cost of £49.

5.3.7 Clipping

Of the 14 respondents 40% did not have thborsesclipped. 10% did not answer the question and 34%
paid under £50 per annum. 31 respondents who owned one horse spent an average of £44 per annum on
clipping services.
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5.3.8 Tuition
84 respondents took tuition of whiohi3 had regular weekly, fortnightly or monthly lessons. Of these tuition
fees averaged £660 per annurAll respondents used a tutor local to their homes.

5.4 Horse Equipment

5.4.1 Horse Bedding
Owners use a wide range of types of bedding for their stabtades. The majority (58%) use shavings,
followed by 28% that use straw. Most local suppliers deliver horse bedding.

57 owners vith one horse averaged £168 per annum (based on a 6 month winter period when the majority
of bedding is used).

5.4.2 Tack
75% of respondentsourcetheir tack locally.

Average spendbased on 55 owners wittne horsewas£173 per annum

5.4.3 Rugs
The cost to 51 owners withne horse averaged £69 per annum. 31 owners indicttted costsfor cleaning
rugs this gave amverageE30per annum.

Most owners (60%) bought their horsags locally.

5.5 Rider Equipment

5.5.1 Riders Clothing
Figure6 illustrates that most clothinggems are

Figure6 Riders Clothing h dl Il
purchasea locally

n=135

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 .
123 owners with one or more horses averaged a

Locally<20l S s spend of £160 per annum

Out of area >20
Internet
Mail order

Other*

Other*; Tack sales, auctions, shows

5.5.2 Transport
Of the 146 respondents 67 owned a trailedaow vehicle, 30 owned a horsebox, 37 did not have horse
transport and 12 did not answer the question.

65%o0f respondents who answered this questidnve under 100 miles per month transporting their horse
68%(63/92) of respondents who answered thiiegion travelunder 100 miles per month visiting equine
retailers/yards etc.
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Thusaverage annual mileage

- transporting equines based on 76 responses 1310
- for equine purposes based on 71 responses 1436
- to and from yard (excluding respondents windicated they live on site) 3273

Total annual mileage on horse related purpos 6019

To assessostof horse transport the websiteaww.theaa.co.uk! AARunning Cost for Diesel Cars 2008 was
researched.The assessmenof 58.76penceper mile is deduced frorthe standing charges and running cost
for a vehicle which costs £420,000 newywith dieselfuel @ 106.2 pence per litre.

Thereforethe total cost per annum onauline related purposeis £3536.76.

5.6 Additional Costs

5.6.1 Labour, Repairs, Maintenance
For horse walkers, stables, barns, ménage, jumps and ferfoinge transport

5.6.2 Field Management
Includingrolling, topping.spraying, harrowing, muck spreading, hedge cuttiegjlfsing, hay makingweed
control

5.6.3 Help Required
Grooms, horse care during illness and holidays, occasional help

5.6.4 Health Care Accoutrements
5NBaaAy3daz @S0G 6N LI LlRdA 6AO0Sasx Fite aLINIeasz YAy

The above were listed in Q19, see Appendix 1. The disparate nature of the offglies, with only some

costs limited their validity to be included in the overall results. Nevertheless they indicate the complexity of
assessing the average costs of horse ownership and, more importantly, that the result that we have obtained
can be cosiderably higher.
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6 CONCLUSION

This survey has been conducted to assess the cost of horse ownership, to identify the source of the services
and goods required in relationship to the horse and rider, and to assess the economic input of horse
ownership intoLancaster District.

Thissurveyhasfoundthat the costs of the ownership of a horse are varéed can be difficult to quantify.
This can be seen in the large range of cpstsentedfor accommaodation, horse insurag, veterinary fees,
holidays shoeingand the additional coststed that wereincurred by some respondentdHowever, the
surveyhas established that theverall average cost per horgee4,752per annum This figure excludes
transportation costof £3,536 per annumas not all the monegpent on transport remains within Lancaster
Districtand one of the remits of this report was to assess the economic input of horse ownership into the
local purse The cost ogéquinetransportation is significant on mationalscalewith a horse owning

population of around 720,008 of whomtwo thirdswill own their own horse transport.

The services and goods required for the upkeep and welfare of the horse are predominantly sourced within a
20 mile radius of the horsdhis provides a substantial cagbvil to manylocd businesses such as feed
merchants, farmers, land management companies, veterinary practices, and tutors. Most of these are
privately owned local businesses and therefore the profit remains within the areaueaginga multiplier

effectin economic growth to occuf.he input into the local econonadditionallyincludes the rates paid by

private stable owners, livery yard businesses, and horse feed and equipment retailers. These costs have not
been included in this survey because of thairy personal nature, but neverthelesse a very substantial
economic input into the Council purse.

There are about 1600 horses within Lancafi@trictand, asthe average cost of each horse & E52per
annum,horseowners arecontributinga substantialE7,603,20Qto the localeconomy.
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APPENDIX1
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